
Welcome to the first newsletter from 
the Community of Worldwide 

Centurions 

2019 has been a very busy and successful year for Centurions and ultra distance 
walkers around the globe.  

We have welcomed many walkers to our community this year, and for those who were not 
successful, we all hope that they enjoyed the experience and come back next year for another go! 

Below are all the badges you can collect! And indeed,  loads have been collected this year. So 
congratulations to all. 

But Centurions do other races as well - from “shorter” races - marathons, 50kms, 50 miles, 100kms 
to even longer  distances- 48 hours, 6 day races. and anything in between. The list is endless and 
it’s all there to be discovered. 

The Centurions Worldwide website endeavours to collate all the race fixtures - along with results 
and reports. Do contribute! 
The Centurions Worldwide Facebook page is there to encourage chat and swap stories - who’s 
doing what - who’s going where - so we can all join in with fellow Centurions…. 
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2019 kicked off with the Australian Centurion qualifying race held in April in 
Coburg. 
And what a good start to the year it was!  

Several walkers completed 100 Miles (160.934km) in the 2019 Coburg 24 Hour Carnival, five of them 
becoming new Australian Centurions in the process.  
Belgian walker Kim Janssens led them home, followed by Marco Bloemerts, Jurgen de Waart, 
Sharon Scholz, Martin Vos and Gertrude Achterberg. 

Tim Erickson wrote in his monthly newsletter: 

Marco became the first Dutch walker to 
complete Centurion 100 mile races in all 6 
active Centurion “Clubs”. Gertrude has now 
completed “Worldwide” 5 races. Kim and 
Martin each now have 3 races to their names. 
Sharon already has completed all 6 Centurion 
races so this was just another centurion finish 
to add to her ever growing list of 
achievements.  
For Jurgen, it was his first ever centurion 
walk, and he came out of the blue. Originally 
from Netherlands and now living in Victoria 
(AUS), he decided a year ago that he wanted 
to attempt the centurion distance. After 12 
months of quietly training on his own, he 
joined us and completed this toughest of 
tasks. 

Continental Centurions 100 mile race  

As usual, there were a number of supporting races on offer: 50km, 50 miles,100km through to a 
choice of 100 miles or 24 hours.  The race started on the track but then went out through the quiet 
roads around the park to complete the lap once 
more on the track. With chip timing in place, it was 
easy to check timing, position, pace (and worst of 
all, potential finishing time - not something some of 
us wanted to know!!) Nevertheless, it was a well 
organised and a well supported race with many 
Centurions from the UK, the Netherlands and 
Belgium taking part. 
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June also saw the first US qualifying race  held in Minneapolis on 2nd -3rdJune 2019. 
Rob Robertson reported that as a result of spring flooding the United States Centurion qualifier FANS 
race was moved to Lake Normandale in Minneapolis, Minnesota. Whilst 18 walkers signed up for the 
24 hour race, including U.S. Centurions qualifying race. Sadly No New United States Centurions in 
this race.  

August saw a 6 day race, Six days in the Dome, held in Milwaukee. The first 24 hours was 
designated a US Centurion qualifier and Rob Robertson went along as a judge. Three walkers 
completed 100 miles in the time which resulted in two new US Centurions. Ivo Majetic, who made up 
the trio, is already a US (and Australian) Centurion. 

August 2019 UK Centurions

Following on from the overseas Centurions qualifying races was 
the UK 100 miles race, held  this year in the Isle of Man. In 
2019, the race returned to the hugely popular venue of 
Castletown where race support is, well, totally amazing. The 
ladies winner was Bernie Johnson who walked with hubbie, 
Lee, through to the end.  
The overall winner was Rob Tersteeg from the Netherlands in a 
time of 19:47:15. Out of the first 10 home, Paul Sayle (3rd) 
became a new British Centurions as did Edwin van 
Wijngaarden (4th). Edwin is also a Continental Centurion. Lee 
Johnson (IoM) was the second new Centurion of the race 
coming in 10th.   

The Isle of Man is truly blessed with a population who love to walk. Many enter the 100 mile race with 
the intent of competing 100 miles in the 24 hour limit. Others just enter. That’s the spirit! This is where 
future Centurions are born…. 

In swift succession, we then had Centurions races in New Zealand, and 
South Africa 

New Zealand kicked off the Autumn races in September with Kim 
Janssens (BEL) NZ Centurion 27 in a time of 22:33:40.  
Kim (pictured right) was the only new Centurion in this race. 
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“Remember - there are no 
losers when embarking on a 
100 mile race” …only heroes 



 A few weeks later, in October, it was the turn of 
the  African Centurions to hold their qualifying 
race in Stellenbosch. 

Only three individual race walkers took part in the 2019 race with two 
finishing as new African Centurions: 
 1st Jimmy Millard 21.35.17   C38 
 2nd Werner Alberts 23.29.14 C39 

Of course,Centurions all over the word have been active in both longer and shorter races and events. 
throughout the year. 

Several Centurions travelled to France to compete in 24 hour races and: Sandra Brown, Kathy Crilley 
and Ivo Majetic were in in Bourges (February) and a few weeks later Sandra and Kathy were in 
Chateau Thierry (March) and were joined by Bernardo Jose Mora (SPA) and Frans Leitjens (NED) 

The month of May saw a sprinkling of Centurions at the 6 Day race in Balatonfured (Hungary). 
Richard Brown, Kathy Crilley, Ivo Majetic and Justin Scholtz (with wife Sharon on support). Primarily 
a running race (Richard Brown opted to run) with no separate category or awards for walkers. 
Nevertheless, both Richard and Kathy created new UK o70s age best performances for 6 days. 
Justin also broke the Australia 6 day and 500km M40 record. Sadly, Ivo had to pull out through injury 
after a couple of days. 

full results of all the races and complete lists of Centurions worldwide are on our website  
www.centurionsworldwide.org.uk 

Thank you to Rudy Schoors and Rob Robertson for maintaining the lists and also to Tim Erickson for his informative 
newsletter from “down under”. 

The Parish Walk on the Isle of Man saw a shed load of Centurions set forth on the annual 85 mile race. 
Needless say, many Centurions featured in the the top 50 finishers! 

Challenge events such as the Vierdaagse (Four days) walks in Nijmegen (NED) and the Dodentocht 100km 
(Death march) in Belgium provide a good opportunity for Centurion spotting. And no one was disappointed. 

Of course there are many more races and walks in each of our countries, so do post on our Face book page - 
Community of Centurions Worldwide - any events you are taking part in. You never know, you just might bump 
into another Centurion!  And …details and entries now open for 2020 races in France - Bourges, Chateau 
Thierry, La Marche de Grand Est, 6 Jour de France….. hope to see you there. 
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best wishes to Centurions 
around the world and lots 
more successes in 2020!

http://www.centurionsworldwide.org.uk
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